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Reading & Book-Related Websites 


	Authorfy    
	Free
	All


https://authorfy.com/
Authorfy brings readers and writers closer together through interactive video masterclasses, fun downloadable activities and exciting after school resources. Whether you’re a teacher, parent, student, librarian, aspiring author or reluctant writer, there’s something on Authorfy for everyone.
Author videos and cross-curricular schemes of work to use in the classroom or home. 
Authorfy Creative: visit our page of creative activity packs and download as many as you like for free. We’ve got a variety of games, book club questions, arts and crafts sheets and more, and they’re all based around the latest bestselling children’s books.


	BBC    Cbeebies Alphablocks   
	Free
	BGE 


https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks


	BBC    CBBC – shows from books    
	Free
	BGE


https://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/cbbc
View books turned into TV series, including The Worst Witch, Tracy Beaker, Deadly 60, Hetty Feather, Hank Zipzer, The Demon Headmaster.

 


BBC Bitesize
	BBC    Bitesize
	Free  
	All


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons

 


BBC Bitesize
	BBC   Games (Literacy and English)
	Free  
	All


Karate Cats (this is a favourite): https://www.bbc.co.uk/games/embed/karate-cats?exitGameUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fbbc.com%2Fbitesize%2Farticles%2Fzdp4pg8
Small Town Superheroes: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd63xyc/articles/zncgvk7
Crystal Explorers: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkbkf4j/articles/zbm8scw

	BBC    Jackanory Junior
	Free  
	 BGE


https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007t9wg/clips
Storytelling for younger viewers, using videos and read alouds.


	Barrington Stoke     
	Free  
	All



https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/product-category/free-resources/
For children who struggle to read due to dyslexia or visual stress. Readers who are reluctant to engage with books or reading for pleasure. Great writers and illustrators join Barrington Stoke to publish super-readable, accessible books. Teacher’s resources, books, author information, advice on dyslexia and reading, posters.


	Blue Peter   
	Free
	All


https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/shows/blue-peter
Videos on author writing tips, who to read next, Blue Peter Book Awards, story dice challenge, author chats, story challenge wit Matt Haig, Cressida Cowell and more…
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	Books for Keeps   
	Free
	All


http://booksforkeeps.co.uk/
Books for Keeps is the UK’s leading, independent children’s book magazine. Over 12,500 reviews on website and more than 2,000 articles including interviews with the top children’s authors and illustrators. The whole magazine can be viewed online, browsed, printed or downloaded.


	Books for Topics   
	Free
	All


https://www.booksfortopics.com/
Topic booklists, key stage booklists, reading for pleasure. Year group book recommendations, printable year group booklists, favourite non-fiction and more.


	BookTrust
	Free
	All


https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/
Use Bookfinder to look for books that suit your tastes and interests, browse archive of interviews with authors and illustrators, watch online storybooks, or just see latest releases. Also reading tips and book recommendations for children of all ages, from babies to teenagers. 


	Classroom Secrets       

	Free, sub based is free during Covid-19
	BGE


https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/home-online-learning/?fbclid=IwAR0P7dk5_MRoOq_ZdOBr6aC7vV_kwnyr6JV-ZOE5CgHLZLn35vyZ4QT3UcQ
If current circumstances mean that your school or your child’s school has to close, Classroom Secrets will always be here to help. At the moment, our new BETA site Classroom Secrets Kids is available completely free of charge to support home learning. We already have a lot of activities online and ready to use right now, and we’re adding more games and activities all the time.
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/free-home-learning-packs/   
Home Learning Packs
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/?s=&fwp_subscription_level=d08afb2965eb4489c73b980f38af50b1
Free resources

	EdShed
	Free 14 day trial + Covid-19 closures
	


https://www.edshed.com/en-gb
EdShed is the umbrella for several educational products and brands. These include The Literacy Shed, Literacy Shed Plus, Spelling Shed and Maths Shed.  Excellent resources.



	First News (Children’s Weekly Newspaper)     
	Digitally free for limited time during Covid-19
	All


https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/free-downloadable-issue/
HOME AND SCHOOL LEARNING RESOURCES
For a limited time, they’re offering free, current issues of First News newspaper (PDF edition), Activity Sheets, Teaching Resources and an extended 6-week trial of the iHub.
Newspaper and activity sheets: We’ll email you the latest available PDF edition of First News, which you can share with your colleagues and students. Alongside this, you will also receive a full pack of the week’s Activity Sheets, including comprehensions, vocabulary puzzles, debates and quizzes in three differentiated levels.
iHub interactive platform: Our online news and literacy tool, the iHub, delivers pre-prepared reading activities, giving students access to engaging work that they can complete at home every week. With the support of the iHub, teachers can rest assured that students will receive new work each week, automatically tailored at the level suited to them
To download your copy, you just enter your email address. As a service we will send you an email to remind you when there is a new edition available to download. 
Free newspaper front page template on Teachwire: https://www.teachwire.net/teaching-resources/newspaper-template
https://www.teachwire.net/products/read-all-about-it-using-current-affairs-in-guided-reading-sessions




	ICT Games: Literacy
	Free 
	 BGE 


https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html
Phonics, spelling, letter formation, reading, writing, common exception words, etc.


	Just Imagine     
	Some free, some sub
	All


https://justimagine.co.uk/
Book reviews from expert teacher panel, searchable by age, subject, genre, theme. Blogs, including tips about writing and classroom resources. Podcasts are free.
https://justimagine.co.uk/podcasts/  In the Reading Corner (from Just Imagine)   (Free)
Excellent free podcasts, available to subscribe from iTune and Pocket Casts. 
Authors include: David McKee, James Mayhew, Rob Biddulph, Anthony Browne, Benji Davies, Philip Reeve, Elizabeth Laird, Cerrie Burnell, Vashti Hardy, Abi Elphinstone, Jenny McLachlan, Michael Rosen, Ross Welford, Peter Bunzl, Marcus Sedgwick, Kwame Alexander, Piers Torday, James Sellick, Sally Gardner, Zanib Mian, Rebecca Stevens, Frank Cottrell-Boyce, AF Harrold, Geraldine McCaughrean and many, many more.
Topics include: Early Years Reading, Non-Fiction, Poetry, Reading and Well-Being, Diversity, Reading for Pleasure, Reading Picture Books, Readability, Classics in the Classroom, Humour, Excellence in Reading, and more.

View free Opening Extracts of thousands of children’s books, both contemporary and classic. Videos, activities, books.
Free activity packs during Covid-19.
Learning resources for parents and teachers to download and print, with new resources uploaded every week.
High quality, thoughtful learning activities and resources that match national curriculum objectives and help children make progress.


	The National Literacy Trust   
	Part free, part sub
	All


https://literacytrust.org.uk/free-resources/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIvKfVtLSL6AIVibTtCh01fQAgEAAYASABEgLS-_D_BwE
Early years activities - CBeebies magazine resource
We teamed up with CBeebies magazine to produce an Early Years resource packed with exciting ideas for fun and learning.
Free Writing Friday: Cressida Cowell's top writing tips for primary pupils
Children's author and illustrator Cressida Cowell has created some fantastic resources for primary school pupils, packed full of writing tips and inspiring...
A River of Stories - Tales and Poems from Across the Commonwealth
Explore intercultural understanding with your class using four beautifully illustrated anthologies of poems and stories from around the world, with comprehensive supporting...
Authors inspiring reading classroom posters
Download our posters featuring illustrations and cover art from well-known children's authors, and an inspiring 


	Once Upon a Picture
	Free
	All


https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR3EuPgj9ChPHbfoUydgEVOqJCmUxoo7SNjWyCIfIg89_t-dxRk2LPQdeio
Images and questions can be used to stimulate discussion and develop vocabulary, as a prompt for creative writing, a reading comprehension activity (with a mix of literal, inference, deduction and prediction questions), or as a starting point for a wider curriculum lesson. Some teachers have set an image and questions for homework, while others have organised whole-school writing competitions based on a picture.

	Pobble 365   
	Free
	All


www.pobble365.com
Daily writing and spag challenges.


	Project Gutenberg   
	Free
	All


https://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Category:Children%27s_Bookshelf
Free children’s and adult’s books to read online or download. Mostly classics. Includes old, classic picture books


	Purple Mash & Serial Mash
	Free during Covid-19
	BGE


https://2simple.com/blog/using-purple-mash-when-school-closed/
With the outbreak of Coronavirus (Covid-19) now affecting some educational institutions around the world, it is possible that your school may need to close temporarily and we at 2Simple are offering free access to both Purple Mash and Serial Mash for the duration of your closure. Sign up if you are currently not a subscriber to Purple Mash.


	The Reading Realm
	Free packs
	All


https://thereadingrealm.co.uk/
Free home learning packs: Fairy Tales; Nature and Animals. Author interviews and other free resources.


	Reading Zone
	Free
	BGE


https://readingzone.com/index.php?zone=sz
Free resources include book extracts, book recommendations, new titles, author information, booklists, reading ideas. Links to Kidszone and Familyzone for more activities and book-related stuff.


	Scottish BookTrust
	Free
	All


https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/songs-and-rhymes
BookBug song and rhyme library, featuring video and audio resources. In English, Scots and Gaelic.
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/authors-live-on-demand
Authors on Demand: author videos and readings, teacher’s resources. 80 videos including Michael Morpurgo, Michael Rosen, Anthony Horowitz, Chris Riddell, Cressida Cowell, James Mayhew, Jon Klassen, Julia Donaldson, Malorie Blackman, Kes Gray, Lauren Child, Oliver Jeffers and more.


	Story Time from Space
	Free
	All


https://storytimefromspace.com/library/
Real astronauts in space doing readings of a variety of books for all ages.


	Storyline Online
	Free
	All


https://www.storylineonline.net/
Online reading/videos of hundreds of books. American based but some recognisable books from the UK curriculum.

	Sumdog Spelling and Grammar
	Free (school subscribes)
	All


https://www.sumdog.com/
Online spelling and grammar resource. Pupils have accounts and login details already. Contact their class teacher if struggling to login. Class teacher can see the work pupils do and can provide support for skills pupils may be struggling with.

	Toppsta
	Free
	All


https://toppsta.com/
This resource is a children's book review website with over 11,000 reviews from children, parents, teachers and librarians. Its aim is to help make it easier for children, parents and teachers to find great books.
Browse books by title, author, illustrator, series, age of children. Children can submit book reviews.
Book Club: On the last Wednesday of every month we host a #ToppstaBookClub chat over on our Twitter channel, @Toppsta. We always welcome new people and love hearing your thoughts on the latest children's books during the discussion. The great thing is that YOU get to vote for the book you'd most like to discuss each month and often the author/illustrator will take part in the chat too. Sometimes we even offer signed copies to the people that pose the most interesting questions! 


	Twinkl   
	Free during Covid-19
	All


https://www.twinkl.co.uk/offer
Join up or sign if already a member, then use code UKTWINKLHELPS for UK primary resources during Covid-19 closures.
Free access to all Twinkl resources for a period of one month in the first instance. Each school will receive guidance with full details of how to access this offer of help as closures are announced, and how to share this with parents.


	West Lothian Libraries  
	Free
	All


Don't forget that if you are a member of West Lothian Libraries, you can use the BorrowBox app to borrow and return eBooks and Audio Books, for free just like you would borrow print books from the library. You can download the app here: https://www.borrowbox.com/
And if you're not already a member of WL Libraries, they have changed the membership registration procedure temporarily to allow you to join online. You can do it here: https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/33637/Library-membership
	Who Next? – a guide to children’s authors  
	Sub but good value
	All


https://www.whonextguide.com/
Suggests authors that children might enjoy. The online tool can be used to guide children who have already enjoyed stories by one writer to find others who write in a similar way.
For each of the authors listed, other authors who write in a similar style are suggested. By moving from one entry to another, young readers can expand the number of writers they enjoy. Older children can also use the guide themselves.
The links that have been made between authors are based on genre and theme, and also of styles of writing, or similar aspects of characterisation and settings. The most popular titles by each author are listed and the information is arranged in four age groups: 5-7, 8-11, 12-14 and 14+. Who Next ...? also suggests suitable titles for dyslexic and reluctant readers.


	Words for Life (part of National Literacy Trust)
	Free
	All


http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/
Fun stuff to do together (by age); downloadable activities; recommended reads; tips from top authors; support for parents reading with their child; joining the library.


	World Book Day   
	Free
	All


https://www.worldbookday.com/
Excellent site. Not just for World Book Day but all year round.
Resources include: book extracts, teaching guides & resource packs for particular books & authors, author & illustrator masterclasses which include videos and teacher’s resources, brief themed booklists, recommended reads, Storycraft: expert story writing tips, Imagination author videos, booktrailers, colouring, cooking, make and do – and lots, lots more.



Games
























Authors / Illustrators / Books / Publishers

Most of these include teacher’s resources/planning and activities, with reference to their books. 
Also author & illustrator biographies. 
Most publishers provide links to author and illustrator’s own websites.
This is just a small selection – zillions of other great websites and resources around.


Andersen Press     (Free)   
https://www.andersenpress.co.uk/free-stuff/
Resources, videos, books by theme, activities, authors & Illustrators.

Andy Shepherd    
https://www.andyshepherdwriter.co.uk/
The Boy Who Drew Dragons series
 
Bloomsbury Children’s Books    
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/childrens/
Author videos, teaching guides
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/childrens/teachers-librarians-parents-carers/   
Resources for teachers, librarians & parents.
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8iLUOfZQZyWGjy62BqbP7ZaQhw2UbxJk  
Bloomsbury’s own Youtube channel. Author interviews and reading from their books, trailers, book previews. 
https://harrypotter.bloomsbury.com/uk/   
About J.K. Rowling, discussion guides, the books, fun stuff, 

Chicken House Books   
https://www.chickenhousebooks.com/
With content created by teachers and librarians that have a passion for reading, our PDF downloads of chapter-by-chapter guides, schemes of work, videos and useful links to external resources are here to help with class or book club planning.
Books, authors, school’s hub, blogs.

Cosmos: the Interactive Book of Space
https://cosmos-book.github.io/
Interactive versions of some of the infographics book of space.

Cressida Cowell
https://www.cressidacowell.co.uk/
Wizards of Once Series Teacher’s Resources https://www.hachetteschools.co.uk/hachette-schools-resources/hachetteschools-resources-key-stage-2/2019/09/06/the-wizards-of-once-teaching-resources/

https://www.hachetteschools.co.uk/hachette-schools-posts/hachetteschools-free-writing-friday/2018/04/24/cressida-cowells-free-writing-friday/
Free Writing Friday: Cressida Cowell invites you to take part in Free Writing Friday. Cressida’s aim with Free Writing Friday is to inspire children, once a week, to write whatever they feel like in a designated book and explore creativity. Here you will find all the resources to support Free Writing Friday including writing tips from Cressida, a letter, FAQs and more!

Dan Walker
https://www.danwalkerauthor.com/resources
Sky Thieves series; The Light Hunters. Videos, Q&Q, resources, book trailer.

David Melling      (free)   
https://www.davidmelling.co.uk/
About his books, teacher’s resources, videos.

Harry Potter      (Free)    
https://harrypotter.bloomsbury.com/uk/   
About J.K. Rowling, discussion guides, the books, fun stuff,.

Joseph Coelho			(Free)    
https://www.thepoetryofjosephcoelho.com/
Joseph reads out some of his poems and stories and gives writing tips and advice. Watch interviews with him and download resources. 

Maz Evans     (Free)  
https://maz.world/
Who Let the Gods Out, etc

Michael Rosen     
https://www.michaelrosen.co.uk/
Excellent website. Large number of video masterclasses on how to write, with Francesca Simon (Horrid Henry). Videos of Michael reading his poems and stories.  Biography. 
https://www.michaelrosen.co.uk/radio-tv/  links to his TV and radio appearances.
https://www.youtube.com/MichaelRosenOfficial  Michael’s official Youtube channel, with him reading and acting out his poems and stories. Free to subscribe.

Michelle Robinson    
http://www.michellerobinson.co.uk/
Ten Fat Sausages; How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth, The Day the Banana Went Bad; There’s a Lion in my Cornflakes; School for Little Monsters; Goodnight series; Odd Socks, etc. 
Printables, audio games and more.
Youtube  (Michelle Robinson Children’s Author)  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY2sPq_kV6CUSbCFIjRFpQg  
Michelle Robinson’s Read, Write & Play series helps you get even more fun out of her best-aelling books. The videos are designed for families and schools and are safe to watch.

Nosy Crow     
https://nosycrow.com/
Book extracts, author information, videos, trailers, blogs.

Oliver Jeffers           (Free)   
For all you folks stuck at home in the coming weeks. Starting on Monday, at 6pm GMT / 2pm EST / 11am PST
I will be reading one of my books every weekday, and talking about some of the things that went into making it.
Also, my pal, and one of the best storybook writers in a generation @macbarnett will be doing the same with his books daily, an hour later.
And the genius minds behind @kaleidoscopeire are doing a daily creative project called ‘Home Club’, also starting Monday.
ADDITION: I will make it available to watch later for those in other time zones. Stay tuned for more details.


Philip Reeve       (free)    
https://www.philip-reeve.com
Teacher’s resources, book trailers, interviews, activities.

Puffin		(Free)  
https://www.penguin.co.uk/puffin/
Extracts, What Should I Read Next?, articles, games, activities.

Rick Riordan            (free)    
http://rickriordan.com/resource_type/teachers-guides/       
Teacher’s guides, discussion notes for Percy Jackson and other Riordan books.

 Roald Dahl      (free)   
https://www.roalddahl.com/
Lesson plans, quizzes, biographical information, Dahl’s writing tips, revolting recipes and more.

Ross Montgomery    (free)   
http://rossmontgomery.co.uk/teaching-resources/
Lesson plans, posters, blogs about writing, videos of the author reading extracts from his books.

UK Children’s Books - Publishers
http://ukchildrensbooks.co.uk/publishers/
Links to publishers. Publishers very often have great resources relating to their books – teacher’s resources, lessons plans, fun activities, etc.

Walker Books   
http://www.walker.co.uk/
Book and author information. Videos include book trailers, animations and authors and illustrators.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2Begme37cpqPTlv6dqMA6Q   Their Youtube channel.
https://www.picturebookparty.co.uk/  Their Picture Book Party, with information about authors and illustrators and loads of Fun Stuff.
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