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	Starter

	· How big do you think the snowflakes in the photograph above are?
· Where are they?
· Are all snowflakes the same?
· How many types of snowflake are there?
· How does the picture make you feel?

	Tasks

	· Everyone should try to do both of the regular Core Tasks (Reading for Pleasure and Spelling). You should also try to do the Snowflake Poetry Reading and Writing Tasks.
· You may try as many of the Extension Tasks as you can manage. You can choose which ones suit you best. (Ask your teacher.)

	Core Tasks

	Reading – Enjoyment and Choice
I regularly select and read, listen to or watch texts which I enjoy and find interesting, and I can explain why I prefer certain texts and authors. LIT 1-11a / LIT 2-11a
	· Read something you enjoy for 15 minutes each day. Share it with your classmates in the classroom or on Teams.

Remember: 
You can access lots of free reading materials (including audiobooks, etc.) on the English and Literacy section of the school website https://cedarbankschool.westlothian.org.uk/article/47605/English-and-Literacy and on our Library Team.


	
		· I select different texts regularly for enjoyment or for a specific purpose using, for example, cover, title, author, illustrator and/or blurb.

	· I can explain preferences for particular texts and authors.





	Tools for Writing – Spelling
	I can spell the most commonly-used words, using my knowledge of letter patterns and spelling rules and use resources to help me spell tricky or unfamiliar words. LIT 1-21a



	· Work on Sumdog spelling for 20 minutes per week. https://www.sumdog.com/

Remember: 
Your username and password should be in the back of your red diary, but let your teacher know if you need help logging in.


	
		· I can spell most commonly used words correctly.

	· I can spell most vocabulary used across the curriculum correctly.

	· I can use my knowledge of phonics and spelling strategies when spelling familiar and unfamiliar words.





	Reading - Understanding, analysing and evaluating
To show my understanding across different areas of learning, I can identify and consider the purpose and main ideas of a text. LIT 1-16a 
To show my understanding, I can respond to different kinds of questions and other close reading tasks. ENG 1-17a

	· Read the poem and answer the quiz questions on the form below. (Link or paper copy below.)

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKe3EdxxFvP1BjmjKLSqLyShURFdGTFFQNkg4QTJNWEJGNlRYUU1XMzNVTy4u
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You can use Immersive Reader in Forms to help you. Click on the symbol.

	
	
	· I can identify the main ideas of texts.

	· I can make appropriate suggestions about the purpose of a text.

	· I can answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions about texts.

	· I can ask questions to help make sense of a text.

	




		Writing -Creating texts

	

	Having explored the elements which writers use in different genres, I can use what I learn to create my own stories, poems and plays with interesting structures, characters and/or settings. ENG 1-31a



	· Write a poem about snow. You can use the step by step work sheets and the word mats in this pack to guide you through.


	
	
	· I can create my own texts, for example, stories, poems and plays, with recognisable features of genre.

	· I can create texts with evidence of structure.
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	Extension Tasks

	Reading- Finding and Using Information
Using what I know about the features of different types of texts, I can find, select, sort and use information for a specific purpose. LIT 1-14a
I am learning to make notes under given headings and use them to understand information, explore ideas and problems and create new texts. LIT 1-15a
	Fact: Close to 80% of the world’s fresh water comes from snow and ice.
Question: What other fascinating facts can you find out about snow? 

· Compile a fact file on snow and illustrate it, then present to your classmates or share it on Teams. Have you all found the same things out? What are the different facts you have collected?

	
	
	· I can identify and find key information in fiction and non-fiction texts using content page, index, headings, sub-headings and diagrams to help locate information.

	· I can make notes under given headings for different purposes.

	




	Listening and talking -Creating texts
When listening and talking with others for different purposes, I can exchange information, experiences, explanations, ideas and opinions, and clarify points by asking questions or by asking others to say more. LIT 1-09a
I can communicate clearly when engaging with others within and beyond my place of learning, using selected resources as required. LIT 1-10a
	With your classmates/teacher or people at home, discuss the following questions:

· Is snow a good thing? Some rural areas become cut off, public transport suffers and it can be dangerous to get from place to place. 
· Are we ever prepared for snow? 
· What are the hazards of snow?
· What are the enjoyable things about snow?
· 

	
	
	· I can communicate clearly and audibly. 

	· I can contribute to group/class discussions, engaging with others for a range of purposes.

	· I can select and share ideas/information using appropriate vocabulary in a logical order.





	Creative Tasks
	· Watch the video "A Fox and a Mouse" and respond in any way you choose. You can write a film review, write the story of what you see, write your own story inspired by it, or anything else you'd like to try. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k6kCwj0Sk4s

· You may like to use this as inspiration while you work or for relaxation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpYnYczNkQc


· Make your own snowflakes using white or silver card or paper. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ua_tS8Zmv8

· Snowflake Mindfulness Printable Colouring Sheet: https://www.crayola.com/free-coloring-pages/print/cabin-fever-coloring-page/  What can you see from your window?


· Go for a walk/play in the snow. How could you describe what you are experiencing with your senses?
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Reading Comprehension

Snowflake

Six-sided symmetry,
Dendrite, hexagonal plate,
Like fingerprints, unique.
Soft, seemingly weightless
Crystal Clear coldness.
Frozen, frosted, fragile.
A moment of beauty
Before it melts away
Gone, perhaps forever.


1. Find one example of alliteration in the poem (where one or more words close together begin with the same sound).
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

2. In line 3, the poet compares fingerprints to snowflakes as they are both unique. What does unique mean? Choose one answer.

· No two are the same
· They each have one wheel
· They both have six points

3. Which of these lines is a simile? (One thing is compared to another using like or as.) Choose one answer.

· A moment of beauty
· Like fingerprints, unique
· Crystal clear coldness

4. Which word from the poem means the same as delicate?

· Crystal
· Weightless
· Fragile

5. What does the last line of the poem tell us about snowflakes?

______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Snowflakes to Snow
The Snowflakes poem describes a snowflake using descriptive words and comaparing it to other things using the word ‘like’.
You are going to create a similar poem about snow. Follow the steps below to help you.
1. Think of as many things as you can that you know about snow. There are some word mats at the end to help you.
Write answers to the questions below and add any other ideas you have around the word snow to create an idea web.

What can you do or make with snow?
Snow
How does snow feel?







What does snow cover?
· Covers the landscape
· 


How does snow fall?
· Swirling around
· 





2. Now take each idea and either a simile (using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’) or a description about each one. Look at the examples below to help you. There are also some word mats at the end to help you.

	Idea
	Literary Description
	No.

	Covers the landscape
	Like a blanket over the land
	

	Swirling around
	Flakes like dancing ballerinas
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



3. [image: ]Use the final column in the table to number your descriptions in the order you would like them to appear in your poem.
4.  Now you’re ready to write your poem. Make sure to include your literary descriptions in the order you decided! Snow
A poem by ___________________________________
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