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I have observed living things in the environment over time and am becoming aware of how they depend on each other. SCN 0-01a 

I can distinguish between living and non-living things. I can sort living things into groups and explain my decisions. SCN 1-01a

I can identify and classify examples of living things, past and present, to help me appreciate their diversity. I can relate physical and behavioural characteristics to their survival or extinction. SCN 2-01a   

I can sample and identify living things from different habitats to compare their biodiversity and can suggest reasons for their distribution. SCN 3-01a
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	Starter

	· Can you spot the animals in the pictures?
· Why are they hard to see?
· Why might animals want to hide?
· How do humans camouflage themselves?

	Write/ Talk:
· What do you already know about camouflage?
· Why is camouflage important?
· What is camouflage?


	Did you think of any of these?:
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Humans use camouflage clothing.       Chameleons change the colour of their skin.               Zebras have stripes to hide from predators.
Camouflage is where an animal has a certain colour or pattern on their fur or skin that helps them to blend into their environment.
Some animals camouflage so that they can hide from predators.
Other animals camouflage so that they can sneak up on their prey without being seen. 
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Core Task

	Equipment needed:

Animal shape e.g. frog, butterfly, fish or any other shape you would like to use

Background: A patterned piece of fabric or paper. This can be wrapping paper, duvet cover, page from a magazine, carpet, a gift bag

Colouring pens, colouring pencils, paint

Or

You could go outside an use natural materials like:
Leaves, twigs

You may need glue for this.
	
1. Choose an animal shape. There are some templates for you to use. You could choose your own. You can also draw your own shape.
2. Choose a background that your animal is going to be camouflaged against. You can choose any patterned fabric or paper.
3. Colour in your chosen animal shape so that you match the colours and patterns as much as possible so that your animal matches the background
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4. When you have finished, challenge other people to find your animal
How easily did they find it? How long did they take? 
Did different people find it easier to find your animal?
How close did they need to get to see your animal?


5. Challenge:
Can you camouflage an animal shape that no one can find? 


	
	Extension Tasks:

Once you have completed the starter and Core Task you can work on extension tasks. 

Choose which ones you would like to do.
Try to choose at least two.



	Investigate: 
	From your activity write down any questions that you have about camouflage

What else could you investigate with the shapes that you have got?
Did you think of these:
Is it easier to camouflage against lots of colours? Or one colour?
Are there some shapes that are easier to spot?
Are natural materials more effective at camouflage than colouring pens/pencils?

Choose one of these, or one of your own questions to investigate.
· How can you record results? 
You could time how long it takes for someone to spot each  animal
Or
You could measure how far away they are before they spot the animal 


	Research:
	Camouflage helps an animal to thrive.

Some predators e.g. jaguars, use camouflage. A predator is an animal that hunts and eats other animals.
Some prey, e.g. rabbits, use camouflage. A prey animal is one that is hunted and eaten by predators.

Choose some predators OR prey that use camouflage.

Draw some pictures of them, or gather pictures of them from the internet.

Find out:
How does the camouflage help those animals to survive?
How is their camouflage different according to the environment that they live?
What could happen to the animal if the environment that they live in changes?




	




		

	Create

	



	
There are many animals who do not camouflage, but they really would like to. Examples include many birds, poisonous insects and frogs and humans. 

Create a camouflage for one of these animals. Think about the type of camouflage that would suit them and how they will blend into their background. 

Design, plan and create your new animal camouflage.

	Research
	There are many different types of camouflage:

1. Concealing colouration
Concealing Colouration means that the animal is the same colour as its surroundings so that it can hide within its environment. For example, a polar bear is white so it can hide in the snow.

2. Disruptive Colouration
Disruptive colouration is where the animals have patterns on their skin or fur to help them hide in their environment. It breaks up their outline so they don’t stand out. They may have spots, stripes or patterns.

3. Disguise
Some animals camouflage into their surroundings 
by making themselves look like other objects. 

4. Mimicry
Mimicry is where the animal makes itself look like a dangerous animal, or one that tastes bad or poisonous when they are in fact not dangerous or poisonous and the predator would probably find them tasty.

Research an example of a predator and a prey for each of these types of camouflage
You could then make a poster or power point to show the differences between these types of camouflage. 
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