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	Starter

	· What Scottish celebration takes place on January 25th? What do you know about it?
· Are the plants in the photo above a flower or a weed?
· Why are they the national emblem of Scotland?
· What are the names of the national flowers of the other UK countries?
· How would you describe a thistle?


	Tasks

	· Everyone should try to do both of the regular Core Tasks (Reading for Pleasure and Spelling). You should also try to do the Robert the Bruce and the Spider: A Tale of Perseverance Reading and Writing Tasks.
· You may try as many of the Extension Tasks as you can manage. You can choose which ones suit you best. (Ask your teacher.)

	Core Tasks

	Reading – Enjoyment and Choice
I regularly select and read, listen to or watch texts which I enjoy and find interesting, and I can explain why I prefer certain texts and authors. LIT 1-11a / LIT 2-11a
	· Read something you enjoy for 15 minutes each day. Share it with your classmates in the classroom or on Teams.
Remember: 
You can access lots of free reading materials (including audiobooks, etc.) on the English and Literacy section of the school website https://cedarbankschool.westlothian.org.uk/article/47605/English-and-Literacy and on our Library Team.

	
		· I select different texts regularly for enjoyment or for a specific purpose using, for example, cover, title, author, illustrator and/or blurb.

	· I can explain preferences for particular texts and authors.




	Tools for Writing – Spelling
	I can spell the most commonly-used words, using my knowledge of letter patterns and spelling rules and use resources to help me spell tricky or unfamiliar words. LIT 1-21a



	· Work on Sumdog spelling for 20 minutes per week. https://www.sumdog.com/
Remember: 
Your username and password should be in the back of your red diary, but let your teacher know if you need help logging in.


	
		· I can spell most commonly used words correctly.

	· I can spell most vocabulary used across the curriculum correctly.

	· I can use my knowledge of phonics and spelling strategies when spelling familiar and unfamiliar words.





	Reading - Understanding, analysing and evaluating
To show my understanding across different areas of learning, I can identify and consider the purpose and main ideas of a text. LIT 1-16a 
To show my understanding, I can respond to different kinds of questions and other close reading tasks. ENG 1-17a

	Robert the Bruce and the Spider: A Tale of Perseverance
Read the information, watch both videos and answer the questions. You can use the worksheets below or this Form: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKe3EdxxFvP1BjmjKLSqLyShURUJBMFlKVExMNzJQVUs1SUdNMjNZWk4yTi4u
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You can use Immersive Reader in Forms to help you. Click on the symbol.

	
	
	· I can identify the main ideas of texts.

	· I can make appropriate suggestions about the purpose of a text.

	· I can answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions about texts.

	· I can ask questions to help make sense of a text.

	




		Writing -Creating texts

	

	I can convey information, describe events or processes, share my opinions or persuade my reader in different ways. LIT 1-28a / LIT 1-29a 
I can describe and share my experiences and how they made me feel. ENG 1-30a




	Both Robert the Bruce and the spider had to show perseverance in order to succeed. Write about a time when you had to persevere.
You may write your answers using the template below or use the electronic form: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKe3EdxxFvP1BjmjKLSqLyShUQ1VZM0Q4RTJQNk5WOUhEMTRUMFI1VTBSRS4u
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You can use Immersive Reader in Forms to help you. Click on the symbol.

	
	
	· I can write about personal experiences in a logical order, using appropriate vocabulary to describe feelings, thoughts and events.

	· I can create texts with evidence of structure.
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	Extension Tasks

	Reading- Finding and Using Information
Using what I know about the features of different types of texts, I can find, select, sort and use information for a specific purpose. LIT 1-14a
I am learning to make notes under given headings and use them to understand information, explore ideas and problems and create new texts. LIT 1-15a
	Fact: The thistle is said to have fended off invading Norsemen during the reign of Alexander III. Unaware, as they landed at night, King Haakon and his men trod on thistles and cried out in pain, which alerted the sleeping Scotsmen.

Question: How many times has Scotland been invaded and by whom? Were any invasions successful?


	
	
	· I can identify and find key information in fiction and non-fiction texts using content page, index, headings, sub-headings and diagrams to help locate information.

	· I can make notes under given headings for different purposes.

	




	Listening and talking -Creating texts
When listening and talking with others for different purposes, I can exchange information, experiences, explanations, ideas and opinions, and clarify points by asking questions or by asking others to say more. LIT 1-09a
I can communicate clearly when engaging with others within and beyond my place of learning, using selected resources as required. LIT 1-10a
	With your classmates/teacher or people at home, discuss the following questions:

· Have you ever been to a Burns supper?
· Why is Burns Day celebrated?
· What happens at a Burns Supper?


	
	
	· I can communicate clearly and audibly. 

	· I can contribute to group/class discussions, engaging with others for a range of purposes.

	· I can select and share ideas/information using appropriate vocabulary in a logical order.
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	Creative Tasks
	· Write a poem in rhyming couplets entitled, Ode to the Thistle. What features of the thistle will you focus on?

· You could try creating your own Scots Dictionary using the Scots Words Matching Activity (below). 

· You may like to use this as inspiration while you work: Ewan MacColl, Songs of Robert Burns https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2GSB0CLpe8


· Use materials of your choice to draw your own version of the thistle image above. You could use, pencils, pens, crayons, collage materials, digital technology or anything else you like. Make sure you include lots of detail and use layers of colours to add depth.


· Look out for lots of Scottish or Robert Burns related items appearing on television, the radio and in the papers as Burns Day is the 25th of January. Let us know what you think of anything you watch, listen to or read!
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[image: ]Robert the Bruce and the Spider: A Tale of Perseverance

Legend has it that in the early 1300s, the exiled Scottish King, Robert the Bruce, was inspired by a determined spider in a cave on Rathlin.
Robert the Bruce had been declared an outlaw by King Edward I of England. He had been chased by the English army and had fled Scotland.
[image: ]It is not known for certain where the cave from the story was but many believe that it was on Rathlin Island.
The story goes that Robert was hiding out in the Rathlin cave, feeling defeated, dejected and pondering his options. On looking up to the roof of the cave, Robert observed a determined little spider.
The spider was hanging from the roof and attempting to swing across to another rock to continue building its web. The spider tried to reach the rock six times but missed six times. The spider’s efforts resonated with the exiled Scottish King; he had failed to defeat the English on six occasions. Riveted, Robert held his breath as the spider tried again…
This time, the spider was successful! The determined little creature reached the rock it had been aiming for. It was able to complete the marvellous web. The tiny little spider inspired the watching exile.
Robert the Bruce was fortified by the spider’s resolve and its perseverance despite setbacks. The spider’s trials had bolstered Robert’s determination to continue his fight against his foes and he returned to Scotland.
"If at first you don't succeed try, try and try again."
[image: ]These two videos both tell the story of Robert the Bruce and the Spider in different ways – one using a book reading and the other a short film with poetry. Try watching both versions and then answer the questions.
[image: ]https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OhYyId2-F5k						

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWbrqb3tdWk
Questions
You can answer the questions below or use this Form: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKe3EdxxFvP1BjmjKLSqLyShURUJBMFlKVExMNzJQVUs1SUdNMjNZWk4yTi4u
1. Remember that a legend may not always be completely true, but may be based on something that happened. Do you think this legend is true?

Yes
No
Maybe


2. Which parts of the story do you think may really have happened? You can choose as many as you like.
Scotland and England were at war
Robert the Bruce went into hiding after losing six battles
Robert the Bruce saw a spider in his cave
Robert the Bruce was inspired by the spider's perseverance to keep trying himself
Robert the Bruce fought a seventh battle and won


3. A moral is a lesson we learn from a story. What do you think the moral in this story may be?
"Never trust a spider."
"If at first you don't succeed try, try and try again."
"Don't fight battles because you will lose more than you win."

4. Put the events in the correct order by numbering them 1-7.

Bruce won the battle.
Bruce watched a spider in the cave trying to make a make
Bruce went back for a seventh battle.
The spider succeeded
Bruce lost six battles
The spider struggled and failed, but kept trying
Bruce hid in a cave feeling sad

5. Which version of the story did you prefer?
The book reading
The film with the poem

6. Why did you prefer that version?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Writing Task: A Time I Had to Show Perseverance
Both Robert the Bruce and the spider had to show perseverance in order to succeed. Think about a time when you had to persevere.
You may write your answers using the template below or use the electronic form: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKe3EdxxFvP1BjmjKLSqLyShUQ1VZM0Q4RTJQNk5WOUhEMTRUMFI1VTBSRS4u

The first time I tried to: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
This is what happened: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
It made me feel: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
I tried again and this is what happened: ____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
After trying many times, I finally managed to: _______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
It made me feel: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________


Scots Words Matching Activity
[image: ]Cut out these Scots words and meanings and find the matching pairs.
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auld This means ‘be quiet’
baim This means ‘beautiful
ben This means ‘girl.
braw This means ‘fine’
bornie This means ‘afraid:
dreich. This means ‘more’.
drookit This means ‘child"

feart

This means 'talk nonsense’
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haver This means ‘old
lassie This means ‘boy’

mair This means a ‘cold, wet day”
wheesht This means ‘mountain’
laddie This means ‘cry.
greet This means ‘soaking wet!

fankle

This means 'to be in a mess.
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adorable

adventurous
aggressive
annoying
beautiful
caring
confident
clumsy
confident
considerate
excitable
glamorous
grumpy
‘happy
helpful
important
intimidating
obnoxious.
odd
talented
thoughtless
timid
handsome

bright
clear
distinct
drab
elegant
filthy
gleaming
grotesque
long
magnificent
precious
sparkling
spotless
strange
unsightly
unusual
valuable

Adjectives

Comfortable
feelings

angry
annoyed
anxious
ashamed
awful
bewildered
bored.
confused
defeated
defiant
depressed
disgusted
disturbed
dizzy
embarrassed
envious
frightened
hungry
lonely
scared
terrified
worried

gigantic
great

ancient
brief
early

fast
late

modern
old
quick
rapid
short
slow
swift
young
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Scotland Word Mat

Glasgow kil mountains islands United saltire flag
Kingdom
bagpipes porridge glen castles golf
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Edinburgh haggis

kelpies
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