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Dear Parents/ Carers, 

Merry Christmas! 2022 has been a significant year for Cedarbank as we finally joined together 
as one school community in our beautiful new building. Our learners and staff have enjoyed 
getting to know each other again while also warmly welcoming the two new S1 classes into 
Cedarbank. For the first time in many years, we have been able to establish a full Pupil council, 
have regular, assemblies, whole school events and excursions which have brought connection, 
learning opportunities and enjoyment to all.  
 
Community links and partnerships has been an area of focus for us this term. Our partnership 
with James Young High School has developed, enabling learners from both schools to extend 
their options and learning opportunities. Our new partnership with Livingston Designer Outlet 
has allowed us increased learning spaces, opportunities for learning in context, support for our 
Parent and Carol singing events and work experience opportunities. This session, many of your 
children have also benefited from work with Ponies Help Children, Personal Best, the Larder, 
Kids Gone Wild and Firefly Arts.  Our senior pupils have enjoyed work experience across the 
community, courses at West Lothian College and some been involved with local projects such 
as Hard Landscaping, the Walled Garden and Bo’ness and Kinneil railway.  Our partnerships 
enrich our curriculum making learning relevant and enjoyable for our young people.  
 
We were particularly proud to receive the Children In Scotland “Success Looks Different 
Award” and the silver Rights Respecting Schools Award in early November. We look forward to 
further developing pupil voice and celebrating the individual successes of our young people into 
next term.  
 
We also need to extend our sincere thanks to the Parent Council who managed to secure 
funding for the recent bowling trip and have recently been successful in a bid to support finance 
for the residential school camp.  The invitation to come along to our next Parent Council 
meeting on the 25

th
 January at 6pm is warmly extended to you all. 

 
We wish you all a  Christmas break filled with laughter and good health. We look forward to 
welcoming back your children on the 9

th
 of January. 

.  
Merry Christmas and Best Wishes to you all for the New Year.  
 

Mrs Carol McDonald  

 Mrs Carol McDonald 
  

Head Teacher’s News 



Outdoor Learning 

We enjoy learning outdoors in a variety of subject areas and through Personal Achievement Awards. Our 
garden, the surrounding woodland, and the Froggy Pond give us lots of opportunities to take our learning 
outdoors. 



Digital Skills 

Using digital  technologies to enhance and support learning is key at Cedarbank. Our pupils use 

digital skills throughout the curriculum as well as dedicated digital skills lessons. We are 

delighted to have received the Digital Skills Award recognising our work in this area. 



Wider Achievement 

ASDAN qualifications allow our pupils to achieve in different ways to the traditional academic 

subjects. Along with other qualifications such as the John Muir Award and the Blue Peter Green 

Badge we can offer our pupils even more opportunities. 



Literacy 

Our focus on literacy, numeracy and health and wellbeing throughout the curriculum enables our pupils to see 

connections between the subjects and the value of these areas of the curriculum. Literacy is the ability to read, 

write, speak and listen in a way that lets us communicate effectively and make sense of the world. This happens not 

just in English, but other languages as well. 



Numeracy 

Numbers are all around us and the ability to understand, reason with, and to apply simple numerical concepts is 

used in every subject throughout the curriculum. Our pupils engage in numeracy in many different ways at 

Cedarbank, not just with textbooks and jotters. 



Health and Wellbeing 

Health and wellbeing are important to every individual, not just physical health but mental health and wellbeing as 

well. In addition to our core PE sessions, we have opportunities to attend partners in the community, and we have 

dedicated time set aside in the senior phase to study mental health and wellbeing. 



STEAM 

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics) are highlighted throughout the session with the 

Young STEM Leaders award and events such as Maths Week and DeSTEAMber.  



Technologies and Social Subjects 

Technologies including Digital Skills, Craft and Design, and Food Tech; along with social subjects give us a fuller 

curriculum and allow our pupils to use different skills and enhance their knowledge in different areas. 





Expressive Arts  

One of the great strengths of Cedarbank is our ability to encourage and help our pupils to flourish in ways other 

than the traditional ‘academic’ subjects. Through the expressive arts our pupils demonstrate they are confident 

individuals, successful learners, responsible citizens, and effective contributors. 





Learning with the Community 

Learning with our community allows us to deepen the links made within subjects, helps with our Delivering the 

Young Workforce agenda, and include parents/carers and partner organisations in our learning. Whether it is 

utilising provisions off site or bringing partners in to the school, we welcome the opportunities provided for our 

community and hope we broaden the understanding of the needs of our pupils to others. 





Christmas Activities 

Christmas is always a time of year that allows us to broaden our curriculum and engage our pupils in new and 

exciting activities. From enterprising activities in the lead up to our Christmas fayre, to helping out at the Christmas 

Fayre, to enjoying our Christmas lunch and (thanks to the efforts of the Parent’s Council!) our Christmas Bowling 

Trip, our pupils leave for the holidays tired but contented. 



Reminder 

Make sure you sign up to twitter to keep up to date throughout the year—

follow @cedarbankschool 

School Uniform 

We would like to remind parents/carers of our current school uniform  

 
S1-S3 
•Black trousers or black skirt 
•Plain black cardigan/ jumper or black blazer 
•White/ black shirt or white/black polo shirt  
•School tie 
•Plain black shoes 
 
 
S4-S6 
•Black trousers or black skirt 
•Plain Black cardigan/ jumper 
•Black blazer 
•White/ Black shirt 
•School tie 
•Plain black shoes 

 

If you do not have a school tie or blazer badge please contact the office. 

 

West Lothian Council                                                         


