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	Curriculum Link
	‘I Can’…
	Key Questions

	· Makes informed decisions on an issue having listened to (SOC 1-18a) 

· Describes the main features of a democracy
(SOC 2-17a)

· Presents information about the features of national elections and discusses the work of an MSP/MP (SOC 2-18a) 
	· I can describe what happens on election day in the UK.

· I can explain why it is important to vote.

· I can make a timeline of the fight to get the right to vote.

· I can tell you what the British or Scottish government is in charge of. 

· I can describe what an MSP does.


	· What happens in elections?

· Why should people vote?

· What were key events in people getting the right to vote?

· What powers are devolved in Scotland and what powers is the UK in charge of?

· What is an MSP? What do they do? 
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Cedarbank Skills:
Thinking, Literacy, Numeracy, Citizenship, Employability


	A message from Miss Hart:
You can post up your work to our Teams or email it to me at Judith.hart@westlothian.org.uk.

You can also bring it into school when we’re back!

There are many activities that you can do here – you can choose which ones. 





	Lessons 1 and 2:

What Happens on Election Days in the UK? 



























	Elections tend to happen every 5 years in the UK. The day of the election can be called ‘polling day’. In this lesson, we will find out what happens on the day of the election.

Activity 1:
Watch these videos:

1) What happens on election day?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7PborVDx_0&t=0s
(3 minutes long)

2) What happens at the polling station?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GU7cB99o2Zk 
(2 minutes long) 

3) How do people vote in an election?
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/40061428 
(1 minute 30 seconds long) 

Activity 2:
Go to page 3 and read the sentences about what happens on election day. These sentences are not in order.
Number them in order of what happens.


Activity 3:
Create a story board, cartoon strip or Powerpoint about what happens when you go to vote for an election.
You may want to use the sentences from Activity 2 to help you do this. 
For example, write down the 7 sentences and draw pictures for them.
Take your time on this – make sure it is your best work. There is a template on page 4 if you want to use it.

Activity 4:
Answer the questions on page 5. Some of them you will already know the answers from this lesson, for some others you may need to do some research. 






Lessons 1 and 2: What Happens on Election Days in the UK? Worksheets 

Activity 2:
Read the sentences below about what happens on election day when you vote.
They are not in order. Some of them have been numbered. Number the rest in order.
1 means it happened first, 7 means it happened last. 

	[image: General Election – Semi-Partisan Politics]
	On the day of the election, you will go to your polling station to vote. They are open from 7am to 10pm.
	1

	

	The clerk will give you a ballot paper. 
The ballot paper will tell you what to do to vote.
	

	[image: Why does Sunderland always race to declare its general election ...]
	When you have voted, you put your ballot paper in the ballot box.  
	

	

	You will tell the clerk your name and address and they will tick you off on the register.
	2

	[image: Readers' Opinion: Vote is further proof the UK is not a ...]
	At the end of the day, all the ballot boxes are collected so that the votes can be counted.
	

	[image: ]
	You take your ballot paper to one of the polling booths so you can vote in secret. 
	

	

	You can watch the news to find out who won the election. 
	7



Activity 3:
You may want to use this template for your story board on how to vote in an election.[image: ]

Activity 4:
Answer the questions below. Some you should know the answers to already; others you may need to research on the internet.
	Questions
	Your Answer

	1) What times are polling stations open in the UK?

	

	2) What buildings are used as polling stations?

	

	3) Can you vote by post in the UK?

	

	4) How old do you need to be to vote in the UK?

	

	5) Is your vote secret?

	



	Lesson 3:

The History of Getting the Right to Vote
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	One of the rights we have in a democracy is to vote.
In the past, lots of people were not allowed to vote. In 1740, it is thought that only 3% of people in the UK could vote! From the 1800s, people started to think more people should be able to vote and fought for the right to vote. 
In this lesson, we will look at the history of people fighting to get the right to vote in the UK. 

Activity 1: 
Read this Newsround article about the getting the right to vote in the UK, for both men and women.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/42794339 

Watch this video about the fight for women to be able to vote in the UK. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05x6040  (3 minutes)
Write down at least 2 facts that you found out on page 6.

Activity 2:
Look at the key dates in getting the right to vote in the UK on page 7.
They are not in the right order. Can you put them in the right order?


Activity 3:
Make a timeline using the dates from Activity 2.
You can do this on paper or on your computer.
You should make it very neat and you can make it colourful, too. It would be excellent if you could add pictures for each date.

Your timeline could look like the one below. It has the years, a sentence about what happened and a picture for each event.




















Lesson 3: The History of Getting the Right to Vote Worksheets
[image: ]Activity 1:
Watch the video and/or read the Newsround article.
Write down at least 2 things you found out below.

	














Activity 2:
Below are some of the key dates in the fight to get the right to vote in the UK.
They are NOT in chronological order (the order in which they happened).
Can you number them in the right order? 1 happened first, 6 happened last.

	In 1866, men over 21 could vote but they needed to own a house. This was under 5% of Britain! 
	In 1897, Millicent Fawcett starts a union to campaign to get women the right to vote.
	In 1838, a group of people called the Chartists said that all men should be able to vote.
	In 1918, all men over 21 get the vote and married women over 30 with a house can vote. 
	In 1908, the suffragettes (who want women to get the vote) go on hunger strikes. This means they stopped eating. 
	In 1928, women get equal voting rights with men – women over 21 can vote.

	

	
	1
	
	
	




Activity 3:
Make a timeline using the dates from Activity 2. You need to make your timeline neat and colourful. You can draw pictures for each event. You can do it on your computer or on paper. 
You may want to use the template on the next page. 








[image: ]
	Lesson 4:

Why Should People Vote?







	Activity 1:
Sometimes people think politics is not important and politics does not affect their life. Watch this short video about someone who does not “do” politics. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zruGBWLk9s8 
What things does his friend say he cannot talk about because they are politics?

Write down your answers in the box below. 

Activity 2:
As we saw in the last video, politics affects us all in our everyday lives. For example, the Scottish Parliament is in charge of what you get taught at Cedarbank. 
Voting is one of the ways that people have a say in their country and how it is run. It is very important that people vote. Some people, however, do not vote.

Look at page 10. There are different views about voting.
Sort them into the table on page 10. 






Lesson 4: Why Should People Vote? Worksheets
[image: ]Activity 1:
What things did his friend say he could not talk about in the video? Write them down below.
These are all things that politics helps to decide!

	










Activity 2:
Below are speech bubbles with reasons why people vote, or why they do not vote. Read them and then copy them into the right column in the chart below.

We should always vote because people fought for, and some died, for our right to vote.
Voting is a waste of time. My vote will not make a difference.




Politicians promise to do lots of things but never do them when they get elected.
In some countries, people cannot vote. We are lucky to be able to vote, so we should always vote!





Voting is a right in a democracy. We should take this right seriously. 
Political parties are all the same so why bother voting?






[image: ]

	Lesson 5:

What Are the Scottish and British Governments in Charge Of?



	
Activity 1:
Read the information on page 12.
Answer the questions below on page 12. 



Activity 2:
Read the information on page 13.
Look at the table on page 13.
Decide whether each sentence is true or false and write down your answer.

Activity 3:
Look at the picture on page 14.
How many things can you see that would be something the Scottish Parliament is in charge of?
You can circle or write down your answers around the picture. 



















Lesson 5: What Are the Scottish and British Governments in Charge Of? Worksheets
 
Activity 1:
Read the information below and then answer the questions.
	
The Prime Minister of the UK is Rishi Sunak. The parliament is in Westminster, London. People who are elected to this parliament are called MPs (Members of Parliament).


The First Minister of Scotland is Nicola Sturgeon. The parliament is in Edinburgh, Scotland. People who are elected to this parliament are called MSPs (Members of the Scottish Parliament).  



	1) Who is in charge of the UK?
	

	2) What are people who are elected to the Westminster Parliament called?
	

	3) Where is the Westminster Parliament?
	

	4) Who is in charge of Scotland?
	

	5) What are the people who are elected to the Scottish Parliament called?
	

	6) Where is the Scottish Parliament?
	







Activity 2:
The pictures below show what each Parliament is in charge of. Look at these and then read the sentences in the table. Decide if they are true or false. 
[image: ]
	Sentence
	True or False?

	1. MSPs would vote to build new schools in Scotland.
	

	2. MPs are in charge of police in Scotland.
	

	3. Someone in West Lothian would go to see their MSP about problems at St John’s Hospital in Livingston. 
	

	4. MSPs are in charge of the army. 
	

	5. MPs decide if the UK helps other countries in the world. 
	


Activity 3:
Look at the picture below. 
How many things can you see that the Scottish Parliament would be in charge of? You can circle them or write them around the picture.


[image: ]












	
[image: ]Lesson 6 -

What is an MSP?










[image: ]

	An MSP is a Member of the Scottish Parliament. There are 129 MSPs who represent Scotland. They make decisions on laws and what happens in Scotland. Their main job is to act in the best interests of the area that they represent and the people who voted for them (who are called constituents).
They work both in the Scottish Parliament and their constituency (the area they represent and were elected in).

Activity 1:
What does an MSP do?

Watch these videos:
- https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zc2tfg8 (2 minutes long)
- https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zmqxn39  (2 minutes long)

You could also read this website to find out more:
- https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/scottish-parliament/scottish-parliament-a-day-in-the-life-of-an-msp/ 

Miss Hart will also post up a Powerpoint in Teams about this in the 3rd week (from the 15th March). 

Activity 2:
Fill in the worksheet on page 16 with what you found out about what an MSP does in their constituency (local area) and in the parliament.












Activity 2:
Fill in the worksheet below with what you found out about what an MSP does. 
A constituency is the MSP’s local area. 

[image: ]


Help - this is too hard!
Not too sure of the answers? 
Some of them are below. Sort them into the correct box on the worksheet.

	Meet local people and hear their problems once a week (surgeries)
	Debate with other MSPs in Parliament
	Vote on laws in Parliament

	Go to committee meetings with other MSPs in Parliament
	Do an interview with the local newspaper about a new road
	Meet workers at a local business





Extensions:
Finished and need something more to do? Choose one of the activities from the grid below.
	[image: ]Watch Newsround.

Write down in your jotter ‘Newsround’, the date and what you found most interesting.

You could explain why you found it interesting.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/
b006mdbc/newsround 

	[image: ]Reading

Read this interesting Newsround article with 5 facts you may not know about elections.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/50236232 


	
Make a Poster or Powerpoint

Make up a poster or Powerpoint. 
One side or slide should show the UK politics (who is in charge, where is the Parliament, what are they in charge of?) and the other side should show the Scottish politics. 

	[image: thinking brain clip art - Clip Art Library]Thinking Point

In some countries, it is compulsory to vote. This means you have to vote in elections. If you do not, you will need to pay a fine. This happens in Australia. It helps to make sure that most people vote.

Do you think that the UK or Scotland should do the same?
Why / why not? 


	
Research (Modern Studies) 

Look up who can and cannot vote in the UK.
Write this down or make a poster or Powerpoint that shows who can or cannot vote.

Do you think this is fair?
Why / why not?
	
Research (History)

The fight to get the right to vote for women took many years. Emmeline Pankhurst was an important person who fought for this right.

Use the website below or go on the internet and find out about her and what she did. You can then make a fact file or poster about her, or write down facts about her in your jotter or in a Powerpoint. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/
zjkj382/articles/z7pwvk7 
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Election Day Storyboard by

1.0n the day of the election, you
will g0 to your polling station to
vote. They are open from 7am until
10pm.

2. You will tell the clerk your name.
and address and they willtick you
off the register.

3 The dlerk will give you 3 ballot
paper.

4 The ballot paper has istructions.
for how to vote e.g write an X
beside your choice'

5. You take your ballot paper to one
of the polling booths 50 you can
vote in secret.

. When you have voted, you put
your ballot paper in the ballot box

7. Atthe end of the day, al ballot
boxes are collected, and the votes
are counted

& You can watch the news to find
out who won the election.
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1851

Men disrupt the Ohio
Women's Rights Convention.
Sojourner Truth delivers her
specch, “Ain’t | a Woman?"

addressing opposition. 1916-1917

"The Congressional Union for
Woman Suffrage embarks on

protests and hunger strikes. 33 A century and a half after the
women are arrested, beaten, founding of the U.S., the 19th
and terrorized on November Amendment passes: Women
4,1917 for picketing. On citizens in the U.S. gain the right
November 7, Jeanette Rankin to vote on August 26, 1920 —
of Montana becomes the first but many Black and indigenous
woman elected to Congress. women are denied this right.

1878

An amendment for
women's suffrage is
introduced in Congress.

1918

President Woodrow Wilson
changes his previous stance
to support the women's
suffrage movement. The U.S.
House of Representatives
pass the 19th Amendment,
but it fails to reach 2/3 of

the vote in the U.S. Senate.
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